GEC Course Assessment Plan for Political Science 485:
Techniques of Political Analysis
Students in Political Science 485 will learn basic concepts of statistics and probability; they will comprehend and use common statistical methods for analyzing data, recognizing the role of statistics in designing and reporting research; and they will make and critically evaluate statistical conclusions. 

Political Science 485 will meet these learning objectives by offering an introductory survey of the different research designs that are employed to obtain raw data. Students will learn how to use the appropriate statistics to manipulate that raw data so that they become educated consumers of statistical information. These statistical skills will allow them to make informed decisions about the statistical information presented in other social science classes and in everyday life. 

Student performance will be evaluated based on a combination of classroom discussions, short written assignments, and in-class examinations.
Political Science 485 will be regularly assessed in order to determine how well it is meeting the general principles and specific General Learning Objectives of the Data Analysis category of the General Education Curriculum.  Each iteration of the course will be assessed by the coordinator of the Political Methodology subfield in consultation with the Associate Chair for Teaching to ensure that it meets the GEC objectives.  The following procedures and indicators will be used for assessment:

(1)
Student evaluations, including both the quantitative SEI and the qualitative departmental evaluation form.

(2)
Review of syllabi, exams and paper assignments.

(3)
Samples student work.

This material will be kept on file in the Department of Political Science so that the progress of the course can be monitored and evaluated as the course evolves over time, and to prevent drift from the established goals and standards.  

